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HISTORIC AMERTCAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
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AMEERST STREET - - DR. WILLIAM P. McGUIRE HOUSE AND OFFICE 'H.ABS No. VA-694-—D

Location: 124 and 120 Amherst Street (north side, middle of the
blocky, «Winchester, Virginia. The office is No. 120 and is at
the right (east) side of the housey :

- * - F - ™ can
Fresent Cvmer: Willlle MeCulre Pzge, who iz Mrs, . Nelzon Tage
CorenanT Toounaned: Me. end Frs. Y. HNelson Fag?2 Ccculy Li: ROUS3.
Dr. Jpmes ., Davis, 2 dentist, agcupise the ad{ice.

-~
o=

RIPAR i_f_a
0., 120 connect to

Nio. 124 is oz opr
ice, The cecond-
of No. 124,

« MeCuire House is one
ive historic buildings

Statement of Significance: The William P
of a group of well-preserved, representat
on a block of Amherst Street.

PART I, HISTCRICAL INFCRMATION
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sed the land on wnlech Ho. 2
mention a two-story brick a
inchester, Virginia, Deed Sook No. 9, p. 306. and p., 307).
operty is assessed 2% BR800 for the bul’dln s and @wOO
*Ob, from 1855, the date of the =arliest avallable tax
through 1879 (Winchester, Virginie, City Iand 3ooks
53-60 1870~ 76 and 1877-81), 1In 1875 willlam P, HcCuire pur-
zed this proper*y at zuction for $QGO (Winches*ter, Yirginia,
Pook No., 1, p. 419). Russell, writing in 1376 gtates
there were two smzll buildings on the north side of Amherst
eracved by Alexuddem Se Tidbzll znd Dr. Y. He lcTulre

s, 8 Sy The 2 wons No. 120, sy
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. as the edit
11, p. B2 Note 49), Tax records sh

5 + until 1880 (¥inchester, \;rﬂin'a. Land
?8_,. The other building mentionsd by Russell w
one-story office building men u*oned in the 1878 deed £
(Winchester, Virginia, Deed Book No. 16, p. 104).

The tax records show that the valuatian for no. 124 in 1879 had been
$800 for the building, and that it increased in 1880 to $1,600, In both
years the lot was valued at $400. 1In 1880 the value for 120 is zero for

Xander 5. 7T

=
I
i

n
(Q

N

FaLalee G YA
3
1)

~Jmw
,\J .
I
|_..l

th
[
n
U
@
L
l__;_
70

9] P*O}"iﬂc+l;JO b ot b (42 s

&I e
e iNe)
: Wl
G
4
O
o \;) )

+ il

/g [4)] <+sn
]—' (‘D o
O >
}_J
L)
) -

5
om
cr
S M
- e O

the Duilding and 13C for the lot. Tn 1821 the vgluation for

Moe 124 and do. 120 togeirdr is siven as 22000 for the two Tuild-
ings and 3500 for the twe lots {Winchester, Virginia, ity Isnd
Jocks 1977-21, 1879 p. 13, 1290 p. 19, 1321 p. 23). The one-
story office bullding on the preperty when eL“iam P Mchulre

purchases it was, according to Russell, btullt bty Dr., ¥, H. "Mctulre,
*resenv-J Mo. 120 is two-storles in heilght., The 1291 tex valus-
tion increase may account for the construction of +the zecond floor.



HABS NC. VA= 694-D, p. 2

The relatively large proportion of construction done during
1320-1881 constitubes the justification to this writer of
assigning these dates to the building and of calling the
building oy the name of the owner st this time, Dr. William P.
McGuire.

2. Architect: Not known.
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James Wood

to
John Duffield of Winchester

for 20 pounds, a lot in James Wood's Addltlon to Win-
chester, designated as No. 3, bounded on the east by another
lot No. 3, on the south by Amherst Street, on the west by
Washington Street, and on the north by lot No. 2.
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HMeCormick znd Alexander 3, Tidbzll of Frederick

Tount y
For $1200, Lot No. 3, the same property ss the 17935
deed, with the dimens!ilons given as 108 feet on Washing-
ton Street and 188 feet on Amherst Street. {Note: The
price indicatedthe presence of a house by this time.)

1848 Deed 20 Sept. 1848, recorded 28 Dec. 1849 in

Winchester, Virginia, Deed Book No. 9, p. 306

Thomas A, Tidball and Jzmes Msrshall, Commissioners

o
Hugh H. McCuire
Tor 31030, the house and lot on the north side of

Amherst Street adjoining McGuire's lo%t on the east, the
lot so0ld by the commissioners to Nathaniel Bent on the
west, and Joseph Sidebottom's lot on the north, (Note:
McGuire's lot had the Edward McGuire house on it, the
Alexander 5, Tidbzll house stood on the lot sold to Eent
~mthis was in effect the remainder of the original lot

Nos 3e- .By means of this deed we know that the house
bu11+ on the original lot was located at the exireme
csagstern end of that lot and was, therefore, the house
~sold to H. H. TeSulre. This is No. 124,

1848 Deed of Trust 20 Sept. 1B48, recorded 10 July 1849 in
m1nchester, Virginia, Deed Book No. 9, p. 307
Hugh H. McGulre
to _
Thomas A. Tidbell, Jr., State Trustee, =nd Thomas A,
Tidball and Jgmes M~rshall, Commissioners in the case of _
Province McCormick, devigee of Alexander Tldball deceased '




1868

1875

1877

1878

Winchester,
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For $700, payable 20 March 1850, McGulire mortgaged
the property. In this deed mention is made of a two~-
story brieck house standing on the property. (Note: The
mortgage was apparently paid off, because licGuire wgs
still ovwner in 1868,)

Deed of Trust 16 Dec. 1888, rﬂcorded 2 June 1869 in
Virginia, Deed Zook NMNo. 12, . 161

Yugh H. Melulire and Ann T, Yelulre, hig o wife
Tdvizrd K. Tidbz21l, Trusiess, and Jomes Mg
William D. NcGulre

The property was mortgaged, along with a four-zcre
outlot southwest of Winchester and McSuire’s share in 2
contract with J. S. Cross for the sale of a 170-acre tract
of land in Clarke County. Ann E. McGuire relinguished her
rights of dower, which were transfeped to the house znd
lot on North Braddock 3ireet settled upon her {103 North
Braddock). In this deed the lot size is given as 47 feet
on Amherst Street and 107 feet deep. This is the first
statement of the lot dimensions.

Deed 29 Oct. 1875, recorded 30 Oct.

1875 in
“inghester, Virginla, Dsed Book No. 1h, pn. 218
e T*dba,l, Trustee and Speclal UOMﬁ1551oner

o
'i11iam 2, McGuire, M. D.

For $800, in szle at public auction. {The house and
lot now designated 124)

‘Deed of Trust 29 Oct. 1875, recorded 30 Oct., 1875 in

Winchester, Virginia, Deed Book No. 14, p. 420
William P. McGulre
to
Holmes Conrad (Justice of *the Peszce)
Por 3300 25 deferred payment for the house and lct,
repayment to be completed in two years. {This is 124)

Deed 30 Cct. 1877, recorded 31 Oct, 1877 in
Winchester, Virginis, Deed Book No. 135, p. 271
Holmes Conrad, Trustee

to
William P. McGuire

For repayment of the mortgage of 18753,

Deed 17 Dec., 1878, recorded 21 April 1879 in
#inchester, Virginias, Deed Book No., 15, p. 104

Getty H. McGuire and Susie T. [icGuire, devisees under
the will of Mrs, Eliza McGuire, decensed

to
William P, McGuire, M. D.

For $200, the lot on the north side of Amherst Streesb
fronting 28 feet 6 inches on Amherst Sireet and running
back 107 feet. "It being the extreme western end of the
garden lot of which Mrs. McGulre died seized, together with
the one story brick office now standing on said lot.”
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(Note: This is presently designsted zs No. 120, The fol-
lowing deeds deal with the 47' lot of No. 124 and the 286"
lot of No. 120.:together as one lot 75’6" wide,)

1879 Deed of Trust 22 April 1879, recorded 22 April 1879 in
Winchester, Virginiz, Deed Book Mo. 16, ». 105
¥illiam P McGulre znd Mgnnie T, MeTuire, his wife
i)
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1885 ©Deed 23 Karch 1333, recorded 23 lLiprch 1885 in
Winchester, Virginia, Deed Book No, 19, p. 126
E. Holmes Boyd, Trustee, and inn B. H. Powell
o
illiam P. McGuire
For payment of the morigase, :the house and lot on
Amhaxt Street wherein he now resides.

1926 Will 21 Sept. 1921, recorded 23 Nov. 1926 in
Yinchester, Virzinia, Will Zosk No. 9, p. 214
Uilliam P. Meluire

20

Willie Pege, daughter, and W. N, Fzge, her nusband
The houss in which Willizm 2. McGuire thesn lived, =t
124 Amherst Street, plus the drivewsy o the eazst of 1it,

(Note: The deiveway would have to come from the property
of his son Hunter Holmes McGulre, to whom he left the

rest of the lot at 103 North Brazddock Street.) In z codo-
cil of 27 Jan 1925, Willizm P. McGulire stated that Willie
should pay $10,000 for the house. '

1927 Deed 20 Jan. 1827, recorded 20 Jan. 1927 in

Vinchester, Va., Deed 3ook No. 46, p. b1 _
$ Lellg MeGuire Hyde; Laura Holmes eCuire; dunter H. lMclulre,
and Janie L, LicGuire, his wife; Zvy Tucker Payne and Abner
Payne, her husband

to
Willie MeGulre Page

For 310,000, the lot of land, with brick dwelling and:
other buildings, on the north side of Amherst Street, No. g
124, The frontage 1s given as 94fedt 1 inch and the depth asio7 -
© feet 4 inches, according to a survey by VW. McC. Bond, 15. o
Jans 1927. (Note: The added frontage resulted from the
inclusion of the driveway to the east of the building.)
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1930 Deed 16 Jgne; 1930, recorded 18 Jan. 1930 in
Winchester, Virginiz, Deed Rook Ho. 4Q, p. 373
Willie lleGuire Page

to
Nelson Page
For $1, etc.

1964 Deed 10 Aug. 1964, recorded 13 August 1964 in
Yinchester, Virginia, Deed Book No, 106, p. U468
W. Nelson Page
to
Shenandozh Valley National Bank, Trustees, under
agreementédated 29 Hay 1964
T = ¢
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1972 Deed 14 April 1972, recorded 17 April 1972 in
Winchester, Virginia, Deed Book No. 123, p. 685
Shenandoah Valley National Bank, Trustee, under trust
agreement dated 29 May 1964

to
Willie McGuire Page
Tor $10, ete. (Presumably for repayment of the
mortgage of 19&4,)
te Tuilder or constroc

- . .
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5y not2s ¢on original plan and construction of tulliding:

Prior to the work done in 1380-1881, the present duilding
was two separate bulldings, not connected. The two-story house
referred to in the 1848 deeds was on the lot at the northeast
corner of North Washington and Amherst Streets when Province

. McCormick and Alexander S. Tidball purchased it. The purchase

price of $1200 indicates that it was, and i1t must have beentuilt
by the previous owner, John Duffield., It is the writer's belief
that this house is the nucleus of the present No, 124 and con-
sisted of the entrance hall, the front room on the west side,
and. the ell at the rear of the west side. There are several
reasons cehind this conclusion. First, the fireplace mantel—

— ] N LI EE T =+ = Fa B 3 + 3 =

pu S2E SYre Ja2in 1l Lhg West ront roeoms o6 oo 3horle nd
X otz vaoteristics Tiotorizn B rosag deglss 1n the enz ey
are A'\.. R .\..-v._...ou_L-.. IS Ol e I * e et ,.a,'...S.Lé.— H et...-...; ront

rooms. The first-floor mzntel has brackets iike tThose of the
exterior front comnice, and that at the second floor has the arched
opening and projecting shelf seen in many houses of the time.

- 8econdly, the fagade of the building is slightly out of symmetry,

with the west (left) side slightly narrower than the east. If
built all of =z piece, the two sides would have been egual.
Thirdly, the floor level of the east second-floor bedroom is

2 step or so lower than the rest of the second floor. The other
building which went to make up the present building is the
office, which was originally a one-story brick office., Itiis go
déescribed in the 1872 deed by which William P, McGuire purchassed
it. It is the lower story of the building presently on the lot.

In 1880-1881, it would appear then that William P. McGuire
had the two builldings connected by having the right front rooms
on both stories of No. 124 built, along with the porch at the
garden (north) side of these rooms. As mentioned, both of these
rooms have the detailing of the 1880s. The front of the house
was given a large bracketed cornice in wood, new window sash were
orobably lnstalled in the front portlon of the original Xtwo-

‘story house (the eazrlier ones remsin in the ell, /6), and a
"projecting front porch was dbuilt at the entrance. The "shadows”
‘of this porch may still be seen on the brickwork around the later

entrance that replaced this porch. Aboue the one-story office,

. a second siory of two rooms was bullt. At the east wall of the
office today one may see z continuous stepped pattern of orick-
x 3 4 + ade 1 o]
NOrk_dOlQ%ﬁ%%Ea OHEF parallel the downward slope of the
- gable prool,

oward une tront of the building. The floor level at
this second floor is lower than the adjoining new portion of the
hougse, and at the conmecting door there are more steps. The
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house and office as described in this paragraph constitute the
original William P, McGuire House and Cffice, as considered in
this revort. '

irs. Page, in an interview with the writer on 28 July 1972
stated that the front two rooms of No. 124 were used as doctor's
offices, as well as the separate office tuilding at No. 120, and
=he “b;ntei D s¥ole; ~0 lonzar used, that corrects Neo., 120
E . A T s

6, Notes on known zalterations, with dates and zrchitects: Accord-
ing to Hrs. Page, in the interview mentioned above, there was
an extensive remodeling in the 1910s, in which her father, Dr.
William P. McGuire, had the entrance hall enlarged by enclosing
a portion of the porch to the north of the entrance hall. The
main stairway was then taken out of the former entrance hall
and built into the new north portion of the enlarged entrance
hall, A%t this time an archway was built between the entrance
hall and the east front room, probably replacing a door and
doorway. It seems likely that the front porch of the 1880s
Hag removed at thiz ssme time pnd the rececsed entrance, with

ity two-ztory, whiltas-pzintad shaped-matzl solummz, consol
ezclkets, ﬁﬁd zacend-=-{loor Lzy window, was =dced, ﬁﬁOTﬂer
change made 2t this *time was the remocdeling of the room just
to the rear 9f the wess front room. This room to the reazr was

made into a kitchen, but formerly it had consisted of z pantry
and a hallway which contained a service stairway to the second
floor,

Historical Events and Persons Associated with the Building

William Province McGulire (1845-1926) was one of the sons of
Hugh Holmes IcGuire, the first of mzny in a family of physicians
in Winchester., ¥illiam served in the Confederate Army 28 a pri-
vate, and after the Civil ¥War he took up medicine, Treduauing
from the Medical College of Virginia in 1867 and practicing ln
wlncnester (Quarles, p. 30).

Sources of Information ' ' .

Primary and unputlished sources.

Frederick County, Virginia, Deed Book No. 29,
Winchester, Virginis, City Land Books 18355-€9, 18?0—?6, 18??-u

e Dead ook MNo. 8, No. 9. MNo. 12, No, 1k, No. 15, 1‘\30._'1‘6,'
Yo. 19, L%, Mo. 49, No. 106, o, 123 o

——————, W11l Book o, 9,

Interview: Tirs., W, Nelson Page {who is Willie McGuire Page, :
daughter of William P, Mcuulre) with the urlter,_48 July 19?2.

Secondary and published sources:
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Quarles, Carland R. The Story of One Hundred 0ld Homes in
Winchester, Virginia. Prepared for Farmers and llerchants
Natlonal Bsnk, Winchester, Virginia. 1967

Russell, William Greenway. What I Know About Winchester:
Recollectlons of William Greenwzy Russell, 1800-1291,
o r- Staunton, Va:licClure Pyblishing Co., 1953

3, . . - ~ . - - LR e - i - N
EW IS AL IR rIes now yen 1rezEs 4139, sed: SOTIE N0,

Wesgley Ivan Shank, project historian, July 1972

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

For drawings of the Dr, William P, McGuire House and Office,qsee AMHERST
STREET (HABS No. VA-694).




